
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MONDAY, JULY 13, 2020, 1 :30 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:30 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 1 :30 p.m. 

INVOCATION: Council Member Cunningham gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Amon led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Goldberg, Council 
Member Amon, Council Member Cunningham. 

Absent: Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member Schue 

Interviewees: Dave Collier, Shanana Rain Golden-Bear, Nancy Nichols, Flora Romero, 
Doug Ross 

Staff Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
William Ponce, Police Chief; David Gray, Police Lieutenant; Michelle Kaufman, 
Recreation Coordinator; Alicia Quintero, Recreation Assistant; Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

BUSINESS: 

1. INTERVIEWS BY THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR VACANCY ON THE PLANNING
AND ZONING COMMISSION.

Town Manager Ferguson introduced the two agenda items noting that there was one 
individual who interviewed for the Planning and Zoning Commission and was 
recommended by the committee. He explained that the individual, since that time, has 
determined that the commitment to the position as it stands would not be comfortable for 
her in doing what is expected. He said she has had an opportunity to review it more 
carefully and determine that continuing in that role would not be in the best interest of the 
community. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that we do not have a candidate for the Planning 
and Zoning Commission who filled out a form specifically, except since that time, we have 
had a couple of individuals who have notified us. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he wanted to remind you (the Council) and the audience 
that this process that we are in, is one which you have basically imposed upon yourselves 
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through previous meetings and suggestions as to how you go about selecting. He said 
this is not a legal requirement; the Council does not have to go through this process; he 
respects the fact that what the Council has tried to do is do a process in an open fashion. 
He noted that if the Council chose to interview somebody that did not submit an 
application specifically for this, the Council could do that; it has every right to do that as a 
Council and to make a choice. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we have some great people here today that have shown 
interest in being involved in the Town and the Council may, in fact, decide that they wish 
to interview one or more of those people for this position in addition to the position that 
they are going to interview for next. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that following the interviews for the Planning and Zoning 
Commission, he will be removing himself from the discussion of Item Number 2 if Vice 
Mayor Warner shows up because there will be a quorum of the Quartzsite Special 
Projects, Inc. Board. 

Town Manager Ferguson said, as a reminder, these items are on the agenda tomorrow 
night, and if the Council does not feel like they have completed their duties today, they 
will have the opportunity to talk about and to officially appoint tomorrow night if they so 
choose. He said there is an additional item related to it which is the Council's process and 
some discussion of the process and where we go from here. 

Council Member Goldberg thanked the folks that have taken the time to submit forms and 
show the interest for these committees. She said, in all honesty, she thinks our system is 
not working and she explained why including it not being fair to the individuals who have 
applied. She commented that she just recently found out that when somebody comes into 
Town Hall asking for information to serve on one of our boards or commissions, all they 
are given is an application, there is no information given to these folks as far as what the 
expectations are. She referenced the example of the person who had interviewed for the 
Planning and Zoning Commission and later withdrew her Volunteer Interest Statement 
for the Commission. 

The Mayor noted that is the discussion for tomorrow night. 

Council Member Goldberg said today, we are interviewing people and she is not feeling 
really comfortable that those folks even have been given enough information for the 
Council to start questioning them. 

Mayor Simpson asked if it was possible to separate the interviews when there is a feeling 
that people have not been given enough information to prepare for the interview. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded to the question including that if the Council's 
concerns are that they cannot do an appropriate interview at this point in time, in fairness 
to the individuals who are here to be interviewed, that is a decision that the Council could 
make right up front and this meeting is over. 

Page 2 of9 

071320 Quartzsite Town Council Special Meeting Minutes 



Council Member Goldberg said her concern is that we are going to be interviewing folks 
that have stepped forward and said we want to serve; then she asked but have we given 
them the tools to really understand what we are expecting of them? 

Mayor Simpson said he concurs wholeheartedly with what Council Member Goldberg is 
saying; it is the way our agenda is written; that is a discussion for tomorrow night. He said 
his concern that without giving them a copy of the mission statement, how do they know 
what they are prepared for and what the position entails to be able to make a rational 
decision on if they even wish to serve on that committee or not. 

Council Member Cunningham said she agreed, and she thinks that each individual should 
have the mission statement to know what is expected of them in that committee, and if 
they do not, then it is awful hard for us to interview. 

Council Member BearCat said this is not on the agenda to discuss this process, and she 
does not think they should talk about it anymore; we are here to interview the people -
that is it. 

Mayor Simpson said the question is if it is fair to interview the people when they have not 
been given proper information on the position; that is what we are discussing now; if we 
can go forward with the interviews in a fair process. He said we are not trying to establish 
a new process. 

Council Member Amon said she does not believe she has dug deep enough inside this 
to have an opinion; maybe, at this point, it is the responsibility of the applicant to seek out 
that type of information. She said seeing as they have all arrived today to be interviewed, 
she would like to continue with that. She said she does concur with the fact that the 
process needs to be looked at. 

Mayor Simpson said he was on the interview committee, so he knows what was said, 
what was not said; the majority of the candidates were not given information and that was 
apparent in the interviews that were conducted by the screening committee. He said that 
without that, he does not know how you balance out and make a comparative selection 
without all candidates being given adequate information to prepare for interviews. He said 
that the feeling in the interviews was that we had a group of people that properly prepared; 
any one of them could have adequately served on that committee, but being unprepared 
and to know to respond to questions is what was lacking in the interviews that were 
already done by the screening committee. 

Council Member Amon said, in light of that information, she then would concur with 
Council Member Goldberg that maybe we are errant in doing this today. 

Mayor Simpson asked if he was hearing a consensus on whether to go forward with the 
interviews or not. 

Council Member Amon asked if the Council could move to public opinion to see how they 
feel about it. 
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Mayor Simpson opened the discussion for public comment. 

Dan Heaton, Quartzsite resident, noted that talking about process is not on the agenda; 
the only thing the Council can do, as far as he is concerned, is call up the people who 
have been here scheduled for their appointments and filled out their paperwork. He said 
they deserve a chance to talk, whether that is going to be the final decision or not, it is 
something he thinks the Council may be able to discuss and still be in compliance with 
Arizona State Law. Mr. Heaton said the Council could not change the process because it 
is not on the agenda to change. 

Mayor Simpson said, no, but we can terminate it; we can postpone this until a time when 
the candidates are better prepared. He asked if it is fair to interview without adequate 
preparation by the candidates. 

Town Manager Ferguson said, again, the Council has a tremendous amount of authority 
on an issue like this; he is not telling them how to do it, but the fact is the Council can stop 
any meeting at any time by vote of the Council for any reason they so choose. He 
commented that if the Council chooses to not proceed with the interviews, because they 
feel like either the Council or the interviewees may not be prepared, the Council may do 
that, legally; if, on the other hand, the Council feels that since the interviewees have come, 
the Council ought to give them the opportunity, the Council has the right to do that; that 
is solely the Council's choice. 

Jan DeGennaro said she did not get any information about what the job entails; she filled 
out an application to volunteer on the Parks and Recreation Board and also for Planning 
and Zoning because those are her two areas of interest. She said she did not see why it 
would be a problem, within your questioning each interviewee, to say something, and she 
gave an example of what she meant: "Can you work 80 hours a week?" She commented 
that she did not think there was anything wrong with the Council interlacing their 
questioning with actual information. 

Shanana Rain Golden-Bear said she thought it would be a disservice to the ones who 
have shown up today to not interview them; they have been notified; she was notified 
quite a while ago to be here today. She shared that it was very inconvenient for her to be 
at the meeting for the interview and why. She commented that she thought the Council 
needed to honor the candidates for showing up to be interviewed by the Council today. 
Ms. Golden-Bear said she has served on other boards and the process was definitely 
different; it has been in the past, that anytime someone applies for a job or a volunteer 
position, the assumption is that they know what they are doing. She said she would think 
that would make sense; she would not apply for the P & Z Board; she never has because 
that is not what she wants to do, and there are other people that have because that is 
what they want to do. She said she thinks it is an honoring process, and that the Council 
should honor the people that are here today - whatever inconvenience that may have 
been to these individuals; she thinks it would be a good thing. 
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Nancy Nichols noted that she has applied for the position, along with other people, and 
from her perspective, they were kind of interviewed before, so they are somewhat 
prepared in having an understanding of what is involved in the position. She said that if 
the Council is prepared with their questions that they would like to ask, she thinks they 
are here, and they can do their best to answer as best they can. Mrs. Nichols commented 
that if their answers are not satisfactory, and the Council feels they are inadequately 
prepared or knowledgeable, then perhaps, the Council could reschedule another 
interview if they need to get more information from the candidates. She noted that the 
candidates are in attendance and ready to answer some questions. 

Mayor Simpson said we are agendized to go forward with the interviews so, hearing no 
objections, we will go ahead and interview. He called Dave Collier forward to be 
interviewed. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council was on Number 1 for Planning and Zoning. 

A Council Member answered Number 2. 

Council Member BearCat said she needed to recuse herself from Item Number 2. 

Mayor Simpson said there were no applicants for Planning and Zoning, so we will table 
Item Number 1. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded that just for clarification, we have received 
applications since the time this process started in our last meeting, but they were not all 
invited to be here today because they were not in the original process of interview; that is 
the difference. 

2. INTERVIEWS BY THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC MEMBER VACANCY ON
THE QUARTZSITE SPECIAL PROJECTS, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

Dave Collier said he put his name in for the position and from the beginning, just like the 
rest of them, we did not know what the whole thing involved; so, he said, you folks 
explained it to him at the last interview, and he still decided to keep his name in. He noted 
that he feels he has enough experience to do the job, and he would be proud to work on 
the job for the Town. 

Council Member Goldberg asked Mr. Collier to tell the Council what he thinks he can bring 
to that Board. 

Mr. Collier replied that he understands that the Board is partially budget; he has worked 
on several different budgets here in Town, the Fire Department and the homeowners 
association; he commented on his experience over the years, working with other people 
and getting things completed, as far as we start something up -we finish it. He said he 
will work with the team; he would not be there to work against the team. 
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Shanana Rain Golden-Bear explained that the reason she applied for this position, she 
believes back in October, was because one of the things that she wanted to do was to 
see how the committee has progressed along, before she was ready to jump into the fire. 
She commented that she has been a part of critiquing the bylaws for the group just as 
they have come before Council over the last year or two, and she feels there is a lot of 
potential for the board. She said she understands it is the financial, however, there is an 
awful lot of potential for how this committee could be used, and she understands that the 
funding that could come in, in multiple different ways, could be used for future projects. 
She said it would be a wonderful vehicle for a large project, maybe in five years. She said 
she thinks we need to look into the future, not just at what we are doing the next year; 
she understands that this COVID thing is throwing a few sparks on the fire, but if we start 
thinking about what a five-year plan would look like, maybe the community would like to 
have a large project. She said the project might be a splashpad in the Park, or maybe 
some other improvements to the Park. She commented that she has a lot of experience 
working within the Town board structure, and she gave an example of learning how to 
work within the Town structure of a board, how to raise money, how to deal with the 
finances, and how to work within the system. She explained that she thinks this board 
has potential and asked what if somebody does come in - and donates $50,000, the 
subcommittees could be formed, there would be ideas and reaching out to the community. 
She noted she is pretty good at reaching out to the community; which would help in finding 
out where some of these funds could be used to benefit all of the community. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that the Special Projects Board, as it is today, 
strictly, in the way that it is setup, is financial. She said she just does not want anybody 
to misinterpret; if somebody comes in and says here is $50,000 - do something, she does 
not think that group is going to be the one. She said she thinks that the Town would have 
to get involved in that. 

Ms. Golden-Bear responded definitely, but they would end up dispersing those funds. 

Council Member Goldberg said that is what this group is, dealing with the financial part of 
it. 

Ms. Golden-Bear replied correct. 

Nancy Nichols commented that coming into the meeting, she felt a little more prepared 
and a little more confident about what was expected of the position, now she feels a little 
inadequately informed. She shared her understanding that this Board was basically more 
of an oversight committee; the monies would come in for a particular project. She gave 
the example of Buck Connor Days where someone wants to donate $5,000 to support 
Buck Connor Days, that money goes into a special account because it is separate from 
the Town budget, so it has to be accounted for separately. She said her understanding 
was that their position on this Board was to make sure that money did not just go into the 
General Fund or be used willy-nilly on any project for the Town. She continued noting that 
money comes in designated for a specific event, so the Board sort of just oversees it; they 
do not plan what that money is going to be used for because, presumably, the person 
who has already donated it has already determined what that money is going to go to. 
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She said she is game to make an effort if this is going to be the assignment of this Board, 
to determine how the monies are going to be distributed, how they are going to be 
allocated, even for a specific event; she is flexible. She commented noting her 
qualifications for the position, although she is finding that maybe she needs a little more 
clarity on a specific job description, along with her honesty, integrity and that she is 
committed that she is not going to volunteer or apply for a position that she cannot fully 
backup. She said that she admitted in the first interview, she does not have great financial 
background or accounting or anything like that, but she was assured that was not going 
to be required of her. 

Council Member Goldberg told Mrs. Nichols that her first assumption, the way she 
described what she thought this committee or board was, was right on. 

Flora Romero said she works for Horizon Community Bank, and the reason she decided 
to go for this particular Board is because it was explained to her exactly like Nancy said, 
but she believes that we were only here to kind of vote on what the funds were going to 
be used for. She said we were going to be given the options of where the money was 
going to go; she does have a lot of financial background because that is where she works 
here in Town at the bank. She said she thinks she could have good insight to provide if 
needed. 

Council Member Goldberg said so somebody did explain. 

Ms. Romero replied yes, they did. 

Council Member Goldberg said that makes her feel a little bit better. 

Doug Ross gave a little background on himself including that he has been a Quartzsite 
resident since 2004, a high school graduate, has an Associate Degree from the Oregon 
Institute of Technology and has served on several boards and organizations for the Town. 
He said he currently serves on the Transit Advisory Committee, Board of Appeals and 
QUEST and in the past, six years as a committee member of the Planning and Zoning; 
he is the Community Liaison for the Arizona Sun Riders Off-Highway Club and former 
Treasurer of the Arizona Peace Trail. He noted that he is very involved with the OHV use 
in the Quartzsite area, and he believes the off-highway travel will have a great impact on 
Quartzsite's financial future. He shared his Town involvement, spending many hours with 
his wife, Dinice, to make the Quartzsite Cemetery what it is today, involved with the 
Quartzsite Cemetery Walk in the Past, the Quartzsite Chili Cook-off and several 
Christmas Parades. He said, as you can see, he has an interest in the Town; he does 
have a background with committees - financial and just doing stuff; he does understand 
what the Special Projects Board is. He said he thought Nancy explained it better than he 
has heard it before. 

Council Member Goldberg asked Mr. Ross if he was the Treasurer of the Peace Trail. 

Mr. Ross responded yes, on the Peace Trail since its inception when we incorporated 
until two years ago. 

Page 7 of9 

071320 Quartzsite Town Council Special Meeting Minutes 



Council Member Goldberg said, and you have worked with budgets obviously. 

Mr. Ross said yes, and he noted that he was a small business owner for most of his life. 

Mayor Simpson said this is on the Agenda for open public discussion. 

Council Member Amon thanked the candidates for their participation including bringing in 
the application and for being here today. She said one of the big problems she sees in 
the Town of Quartzsite is the same people doing the same work over and over and over 
again without outside or new ideas and participation. 

Council Member Goldberg said it is really refreshing to see that we do have people that 
have not traditionally stepped forward and been a part; having new folks, new faces and 
new ideas, is greatly appreciated. 

Mayor Simpson said he agreed. 

Mayor Simpson asked if it was correct that the process would be that there be no action 
taken today. 

Town Manager Ferguson told the Mayor he has two possibilities, even though it was 
agendized as to only for interview purposes, because the Council action or direction is 
there as part of the item, the Council could recommend for appointment, but not actually 
appoint, and then tomorrow night, take your action. He said that if the Council so chose, 
it could deliberate, it could take it home and contemplate on these things you have been 
talking about and then introduce it back again tomorrow and make a final decision at that 
point in time. 

Council Member Amon said because there is such a diverse quality of applicant, at this 
time, she would feel better to go home and process what she has heard today and weigh 
out the pros and cons and make a decision tomorrow. 

Council Member Cunningham concurred. She said she also thinks it would be good that 
maybe Vice Mayor Warner and Council Member Schue would be able to put their input 
in. 

Council Member Goldberg commented that they were not here for the interviews, but they 
could give us comments on just the applications. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 2:15 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 2:15 p.m. 
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CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the
minutes of the Special Meeting of July 13, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite,
Arizona, held on July 13, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was
present. 

DATED this 28th day of July 2020
(\. � '1&(. �

Tin�riani, Town Clerk 
On behalf of the Common Council

Approved:

�� Norm Simpson� 
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